A few words about Jeff Baurer from the heart of his oldest daughter, Sarah

Jeffrey W. Baurer (October 21, 1968 - November 27, 2012)

The Jeff Baurer GHS Scholarship is created in memory of my father, who passed away in
November of 2012 from a cerebral hemorrhage. I am so proud that my dad’s legacy will live on through
this scholarship, which represents the qualities he hoped to inspire in all young people: community
service, extracurricular involvement and putting forth one’s best efforts.

My dad did everything for my mom, my two little sisters and me. He was involved in all of our
activities whether sports, dance, theater or music. My dad was a sports enthusiast. He first became my
coach for my first grade soccer team. He also coached multiple years of my fast pitch travel softball
teams. Whether a coach or a spectator, he was every player’s biggest cheerleader. He never wanted to
develop one player into a star, but help each player to succeed. His primary goal was for every player to
end the season a better player than when they began. He wanted our team to succeed, but he never
wanted our success to be measured by the number of medals or trophies that were won. We could lose
by the run rule, but he always found something to celebrate, the child who got on base for the first time,
the one outstanding catch in center field, or our unsuccessful attempt at a double play. He was devoted
to helping us develop skills, but also to teaching us good sportsmanship and respect on and off the field.
He had an incredible whistle and a loud, booming voice that could be heard by everyone across any
soccer field or softball diamond, but he never used that voice in a negative way but only to encourage. It
is my sincere hope that my dad knows the number of young people who were truly inspired by his
example and his coaching, and who love him almost as much as I do.

For my sisters and me he has always been our most enthusiastic supporter and greatest source of
encouragement. It was never about winning or receiving the highest grade, but about doing our best and
always giving 100 percent. Each summer of his high school years, he was in charge of the softball
program for the Peoria Girls Sports League. He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree from Bradley
University while working full-time for my grandfather’s furniture store. It is this work ethic that he
hoped to inspire in the three of us.

However, I believe my dad’s greatest passion was for all young people to give back. He always
said it was easier to make a monetary donation no matter how big or small, than to give the gift of time.
He wanted us to contribute time and appreciate the needs of others not so fortunate as ourselves. During
a snowstorm my dad loved to get outside with his giant snow blower plowing the driveways of
neighbors up and down the street and even clearing the sidewalk up to the high school. My dad was a
blood donor from a very young age. As the universal donor with a rather rare blood type, he would
frequently donate too often, just to help others. My dad’s most generous and final gift was that of an
organ donor. His gift of hope through organ and tissue donation has changed the lives of more than 58
people.

My dad knew no strangers. He treated every child as his own. My dad could never say no. It
didn’t matter what was asked of him, he was willing to help anyone. He made every child feel special. He
taught us that the simplest gesture or smallest act of kindness could change a life. His smile could change
the mood of an entire room. He had a strong personality but the heart of a child. I truly think that
helping young people was his passion. My dad had a heart of gold, and the student that receives this
scholarship should understand the impact my father has had on all those he met. Jeff Baurer left an
imprint on the heart of everyone he knew.

Sarah |. Baurer
February 21, 2013 GHS Class of 2016



2026

THE JEFF BAURER GHS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Funded by The Jeffrey W. Baurer Three Star Family Foundation; a Fund of American

Endowment Foundation

Administered by the Geneva High School PTO

APPLICATION

Criteria for Consideration:

Name:

A $2,500 scholarship will be awarded to one Geneva High School senior who will
graduate in May 2026.

The student must plan to attend and be accepted to a four-year college or
university.

The student must have community service and extracurricular activity involvement.
Applicants must have a 3.0 cumulative GPA (weighted or unweighted).

An unofficial copy of a seven-semester transcript and one letter of recommendation
(written by a non-family member) must accompany this application.

Application deadline is April 17th.

Student ID:

Address:

Telephone:

Age:

Email:

Birthdate:

Siblings:

Name: Age: Year in School

ACADEMIC INFORMATION: GPA: Weighted: Unweighted:

4-YEAR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY ATTENDING:

1ST

2" Choice:

Choice: Major:

Major:

NAME OF THE WRITER for Letter of Recommendation:




COMMUNITY SERVICE: Charity Involvement, Church Activities, and Volunteer Opportunities

Activity

Date(s)

Description/Office Held

Hrs. per
week/month
(Please
specify)




EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Not limited to school (i.e.travel team, local theater, job/employment)

Activity

Date(s)

Description/Office Held

Hrs. per
week/month
(Please
specify)




This scholarship award emphasizes perseverance and work ethic. Please describe a personal
experience that required you to apply strong work ethic and perseverance to achieve success.

Personal Experience

How do you intend to fund your four-year education (financial aid, loans, work-study)?

Funding




You have read about what Jeff Baurer wanted to foster in young people as a father, coach and
active member of the Geneva community. Please explain how you feel your personal journey
through high school emulates those qualities which Jeff would celebrate in young people.

Personal Journey




Application Checklist: The Jeff Baurer GHS Memorial Scholarship

Please be sure that you submit all required forms/documentation for review. It is up to
you to make sure that your submission is complete.

o Application: Please make sure the application is completed in its entirety.
Incomplete applications will not be considered for review.

e Copy of Unofficial Transcript: The selection committee will accept an unofficial
copy of the high school transcript for review. The committee does not require an
official transcript.

o Letter of Recommendation: The selection committee strongly recommends that
applicants provide a copy of the cover page of this application kit or a link to the
scholarship website (www.jeffbaurer.org) to the person chosen to write the letter of
recommendation. The committee wants to ensure that the writer understands
those qualities which Jeff Baurer most celebrated in young people and that the
recommendation letter addresses the same. The letter of recommendation writer
should be a NON-family member.

e Application Deadline: Applications including all required forms and
documentation must be submitted by April 17"

The selection committee strongly encourages that all application data be scanned and
uploaded as one all-inclusive electronic submission and submitted via
www.jeffbaurer.orqg. The committee will provide an email confirmation upon receipt
of all electronic application submissions. Alternatively, applicants may drop off
completed application kits for consideration to the Geneva High School Guidance
Office; however, we strongly recommend online submission in order to ensure date
stamping and all requirements have been submitted!



http://www.jeffbaurer.org/
mailto:application@jeffbaurer.org
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